1621-23.]    PUBLICATION OF "HISTORIA VIT^E ET MORTIS."   563
the times were such as we might free him at once by our liberality. But the times being as they are, as we have gracious intentions towards him, so in the mean time we have care of his subsisting and honor and quiet. And therefore we do require you and every of you from time to time to treat with such creditors of his as he shall desire to make some reasonable and favorable composition for him and his sureties, letting them know that what favor and ease they shall do him in the composition shall be acceptable to ourselves: for which purpose we shall vouchsafe to take knowledge from you of such as shall be forward to perform our desire. And our will and pleasure is generally that by all good means you bring them to good terms of composition with him ; which he shall take at your hands for service done unto ourselves.
Given at our Court of Newmarket this 14th of November, 1G22.
These, as I have observed before, were only the irritations and interruptions of Bacon's life. His life itself all this time was occupied with his instalments of Natural History. When he made his vow that he would produce one or more of these in each succeeding month (a rash vow if it had not left him free to release himself from it upon any sufficient occasion), he assigned to the first six successive months the following portions: the History of Winds; of Density and Rarity; of Heaviness and Lightness; of Sympathy and Antipathy of Things; of Sulphur, Mercury, and Salt; of Life and Death. " The History of Winds," together with introductions to the remaining five, was published in November. But on further consideration he determined to change the order, and take the " History of Life and Death" next. This he did because he thought it would be more immediately useful, by turning the industry of medical men to higherwhen you admitted him to you in the height of his troubles, which was, that you would not meddle with his estate but to mend it. In the restoring the possession,
